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valley visit highlights dba programs    
~ Companies Benefit from Existing Business Support ~
Harrisonburg, VA – Visits by Governor McDonnell and top state Commerce and Trade officials to three Shenandoah Valley businesses yesterday put a spotlight on the support the Virginia Department of Business Assistance provides to support job creation in the Valley.
Governor McDonnell, Secretary of Commerce and Trade Jim Cheng, Deputy Secretary for Rural Development Mary Rae Carter, and Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Trade/Director, Department of Business Assistance Peter Su toured National Fruit Product Company in Winchester.  National Fruit, maker of White House brand applesauce and other products, has twice utilized DBA’s Virginia Jobs Investment Program to recruit and train new employees for plant expansions.  
After the plant tour, Governor McDonnell stressed his commitment to Virginia’s largest industry, agriculture and forestry, and praised the support DBA has given to businesses in the agricultural sector.  The Governor and his secretaries also visited Kline’s Dairy Bar in Harrisonburg, where they discussed the importance of small businesses in creating new jobs and the programs DBA offers small businesses.
Secretary Cheng, Ms. Carter, and Mr. Su also toured the Mercury Paper plant in Strasburg.  Mercury Paper utilized DBA’s Virginia Jobs Investment Program for initial staffing of its state-of-the-art new plant.
The business visits preceded the Governor McDonnell’s Town Hall Thursday night at James Madison University.  Agency Director Peter Su and two members of his staff attended the town hall to meet small business owners and answer questions after the Governor’s appearance. 
The Virginia Department of Business Assistance (VDBA), created by the Virginia General Assembly in 1996, provides a one-stop-service for technical assistance related to business formation, access to capital, and workforce development. VDBA works with existing businesses as they grow their workforce and mentors entrepreneurs from ideas to launching their first business venture. To accomplish the objectives set forth in Governor McDonnell's Economic Development and Jobs Creation agenda, VDBA has provided $1.37 billion in financing for Virginia businesses, provided technical assistance to over 16,250 businesses and will host over 60 Entrepreneurial Workshops statewide this year. 
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